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JAVIER GOMEZ’S
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL RESUME

~~

Javier Gomez, was inducted in 2007 into the ““ Ventura County, Educator’s Hall of Fame
retiring from the Oxnard Elementary School District. He is a former Arts Commissioner for the City
of Oxnard serving over 20 years. For the past 51 years he has been the driving force of the Inlakech
Cultural Arts Center as the artistic director and founder; teaching/directing free Chicano Theater,
Mariachi music and traditional folklorico dance classes. In addition, he has been key in promoting
and sponsoring major cultural arts events to enrich the life of the communities of Ventura County.
Generations of his students continue contributing to enrich the artistic and cultural well being of the
communities. He continues to be a strong advocate in empowering youth to take leadership roles in
creating a new destiny for their city.

El Llanto - Rallying Call

“Javier was fortunate to be recruited by Cesar Chavez to join his Holy Crusade of “La
Causa” a civil rights farmworker’s movement seeking human rights, Chicano and Chicana rights. So
without any hesitation he embraced the rallying call “La Lucha de La Causa” walking the red road
Jollowing Cesar Chavez’s huarache footprints; left in the fertile red farm fields! Planting seeds, to
harvest new esperanzas of hope.” Practicing the teachings of Cesar by empowering the sons and
daughters of farmworkers to dream the impossible dream in order to realize their full potential. “The
future of our community depends in what we do for our children; they must be empowered, enlighten,
and inspirited to assume their destiny as leaders in the future.

Blessed are those who serve others in need; never expecting to be rewarded, embracing
the spirit of Inlakech.

[Mexicatiahui
Inn Tloque, Inn Nahuaque!
Hasta La Victoria! Siempre!

A~

RESUME

*Javier Gomez is an author, poet, instructor, artistic director of Mexican Mariachi Music, Folklorico
dance and Teatro/Theatrical, a cultural historian, a retired educator for Oxnard College and the Oxnard
School District( 1973-2006), stage/film actor, director, playwright, producer, a California Arts Council’s
Artist-in-Residency Grant recipient (1989-2001), Cultural Arts leader-promoter, an a former Arts
Commissioner, philanthropist and loving parent and husband.

PERSONAL BACKGROUND
*Born: Ramon Corona, Durango, Mexico.
*Migrated to the United States at the age of 5 years old
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*Became a Naturalized U.S. citizen at the age of 18 years old

*Grew up in East Los Angeles

*The eldest of 15 brothers and sisters: 11 brothers and 4 sisters.

*Married Irene Campos from San Fernando and had 3 wonderful children: Xochiquetzaltzin, Anahuac
and Tonantzin Nahui Ollin. He has five grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

EDUCATION

*Was misdiagnosis by the Los Angeles School District as retarded and place in EMR classes for his first
6 years of school; the psychological test was administered in English; at that time he only spoke
Spanish.
*Graduated from Roosevelt High School, with a 3.00 grade point average.
*Graduated from the California State University of Northridge, 1973 BA in Chicano Studies
*Credentials: 1975  Standard Secondary-History Credential, CSUN

1976 Master of Arts in Elementary Education; Emphasis on Bilingual Education

1976 LIFE Elementary Credential, CSUN

1976 LIFE K-12 Bilingual Specialist Credential, CSUN

1976 LIFE Community College Credential, Drama/Ethnic Studies
*Hired by the Oxnard School District 1973-2006; retired June 30, 2006; 33 years of service.
*First part-time teacher at the opening of Oxnard College, Drama/Ethnic Studies,(1975-present)

PUBLIC CIVIC SERVICE
*Appointed by Mayor Lopez to the City of Oxnard’s Cultural and Fine Arts Commission (1975) and
City of Oxnard’s Performing Arts Board of Directors (1993-2013)
*Appointed by Supervisor John Flynn to the Ventura County Arts Commission, Cultural Heritage
Commission (1979-87), and Arts Alliance Commission (1989-96)
* Appointed by Mayor Tim Flynn to the City of Oxnard’s Cultural Arts Commission (2013-Present)

PHILANTHROPIC-CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS

*Javier Gomez is the founder and artistic director of Teatro Inlakech (1973-Present), the Ventura County
Multicultural Arts Council (1980-1993) and for 13 years he served as the artistic director of the Ballet
Folklorico Regional (1977-1990). He is cofounder of Cafe Inlakech (1980-1990), a third world coffee
house. He is also a cofounder of the Annual Statewide Calif-Aztlan Chicano/Latino Theatre Festival,
showcasing Chicano and Latino Third World Theatre companies since 1988-1995. He is the founder and
artistic director of the INLAKECH CULTURAL ARTS CENTER (1993-Present), a free of charge after
school cultural enrichment educational literacy visual and performing arts program. He and his wife
have been the primary funders for the Inlakech Cultural Arts Center; together they have created the
Gomez Foundation to help secure present and future funds to continue offering FREE OF CHARGE
services to both youth and adults.
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LIST OF AWARDS AND CITATIONS
(To Name a Few)

2025 Kiwanis Club of Oxnard; Community Service Award: “Improving the world-one child and one
community at a time”
2023-2024 California Central Gold Coast Artist in residency recipient $100,000 grant to continue to
empower the next generation of artists, within Ventura County in the cultural arts;
empathizing Mariachi and folklorico dance. The enrichment project embellished his 52
years in devotion to enhancing and enriching the artistic soul of youth.

2008-Present: ~ He remains focused humbly on the body of work needed to be done; not attracting any
attention to himself in his continued unselfish service to others.

2010  *Conejo Mountain Funeral Home, Memorial Park and Crematory Recognition Award for
promoting the Annual Dia De Los Muertos Event in Ventura County

2007  *Oxnard School District’s Retirement Bell Award for 33 years of service, October 3rd
*Inducted into the Inaugural “Ventura County Educator’s Hall of Fame”, October 6th
*4th Annual Citizens for Peaceful Resolutions’ Earth Charter Youth Education and
Outreach Award, October 13th

2006  *City of Ramon Corona, Durango, Mexico’s Outstanding Citizen Award, September 15th
* Annual Citation of Merit presented to Javier Gomez on behalf of the Inlakech Cultural Arts
Center by the City of Oxnard, March 22.

2005  *The Oxnard Chapter of the Association of Mexican American Educators, AMAE, presented
Mr. Javier Gomez with the “Cesar Chavez Chispa Award”, for his life time dedication to youth,
in enriching their self esteem with cultural pride, dignity and respect. April 22,2005

2004  *National Family Week Recognition Award; the Mormon Church present the Family to Family
Award to the Gomez Family of Javier and Irene.

2003  *Mr. Javier Gomez was honored by El Club Zacatecano, for his dedication in preserving
Mexican Culture through the Bellas Artes, Citation of Distinguished Merit, signed by the
Governor of the State of Zacatecas, Mexico 2003.

*Selected by the City of Oxnard Centennial Committee to archive “Sugar Town

Oxnard”, a theatrical production, in the city’s Time Capsule (which will be opened 2053.)
* “Distinguido Reconocimiento” “In Recognition of Outstanding Support to the Mexican
Community” presented by the Consul de Mexico Fernando Gamboa.

*City of Oxnard’s Commission on Community Relations Commendation, March 4, 2003
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CSUN La Raza Alumni Association Award, In Recognition for Outstanding Community
Service, April 20, 2002

*Ventura County Cultural Diversity Board’s 6th Annual Community Hero Award
*California State Senate’s Certificate of Recognition
*United States of America Congress’s Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition

1992, 2000 & 2001 *3-time recipient of El Concilio del Condado’s Latino Leadership-Cultural Arts

2000

Award
*AMGEN’S TEACHER OF EXCELLENCE AWARD, May 2000 (Gift of $10,000)

1992 & 2000  *2-time recipient of El Concilio del Condado’s Latino Leadership-Cultural Arts

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

1994

1993

1992

Award
*Board of Supervisors, County of Ventura, State of California; Citation of Merit
*California State Assembly Certificate of Recognition
*City of Oxnard’s Certificate of Appreciation for Outstanding Achievement
*3rd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*Mr. Javier Gomez, recipient of the California Arts Council's Artist-in-Communities
Award ($13,400 grant), October 1, 1999-August 31, 2000

* The Inlakech Cultural Arts Center and Mr. Gomez were selected to perform by the Ventura
County Democratic Party to Represent Ventura County at the Inauguration grand event of
Governor Gray Davis

*U.S. Naval Hispanic Heritage Month’s “Outstanding Community Hispanic Leader”

*2nd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*QOutstanding folklorico dance “Teacher of the Year”, presented by his students.

*Channel 4 KNBC’S Crystal Apple Award for Teacher Excellence
*1st Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award

*City of Oxnard’s Christmas Parade Grand marshal

*Oxnard College Ballet Folklorico Mestizo’s 1st Annual “Cultural Award”

*Ventura County's Toastmaster’s International “Los Amigos Bilingual Toastmaster’s
Outstanding Leadership Award.

*3rd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*2nd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grantaward

*1st Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award

*4th Calif Aztlan Chicano/Latino Theatre Festival Best Director Award
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1990

1989

1988

1986

1985

1971
2010
2011
2012
2013
2015
2019
2018
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*4th Calif Aztlan Chicano/Latino Theatre Festival Best Collective Production
*Cultural Arts Award, El Concilio del Condado de Ventura’s 3rd Annual
Latino Leadership Awards

*Best Director; Inlakech Theatre Company’s Corazon de Nopal Award
(Trucha Raza, La Revancha; an anti-gang violence play)
*City of Oxnard’s Cultural and Fine Arts Commission Performing Arts Award
*Oxnard School District’s Bilingual Teacher of the Year
*3rd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award

*City of Oxnard’s Distinguished Citizen Award; Most Outstanding Citizen of the Year,
presented by the Oxnard Press Courier

*Oxnard School District’s Bilingual Teacher of the Year

*California State Assembly Certificate of Recognition

*Board of Supervisors, County of Ventura, State of California; Citation of Merit

*City of Oxnard’s Certificate of Appreciation for Outstanding Achievement

*3rd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*City of Oxnard’s Cultural and Fine Arts Commission Performing Arts Award

*2nd Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*Oxnard Chamber of Commerce “Educator of the Month”, April 6th

*1st Year, California Arts Council’s Artist in Community Recipient; $13,000 Grant award
*City of Oxnard’s Outstanding Young Man Award, presented by the Oxnard Jaycees

*Oxnard School District, Haydock Intermediate School’s Teacher of the Year
*Channel 4 KNBC’S Spirit of Education; Teacher of Excellence Award

*Honored as “El Caballero”, by Benjamin Gomez for being a person of integrity, honor,
conviction and determination, September 15th: a communal distinction of great honor and
respect given in los Pueblos of Mexico.

PUBLISHED WORKS

La Casa de Los Locos; A 1970’s Chicano Acto

El Hombre de Oro, Self Published

Nuestras Raices, Self Published

Nuestro Flor y Canto Espiritual, Self Published

I was diagnoosis retarded , AuthorHouse

Estos Demonios No Se Aguantan/These Demons Are Intolerable, Xilibris
El Nacimiento del Dia de Los Muertos; The Origins of the Day of the Dead
Mr. G’s Battle Cry, La Causa de La Raza Wants You., Author House
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Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume I Maya/Aztec Fables

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume I1. Maya/Aztec Legends

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume III Maya/Aztec Myths/Mitos

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume IV Maya/Aztec Healing Arts

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume V Maya/Aztec Flor y Canto

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume VI Maya/Aztec Astrology

Adventures of Ce Acatl Topiltzin Volume VII Maya/Aztec Prophecies

La Historia de: El Teatro Campesino

Innca Miccailhuitl; El Dia de Los Muertos; The Day of the Dead

Stretchy Calzones; “O.G’s” Poetic Barrio Perspective on the obscure view of La Vida Loca
Inlakech Alakin; You are my other Self

La Marcha de-Areehiga Zacatecas; The historical origin of the musical composition

My Hometown Latino hero.

Death Rides Again Searching of its Offerings/Viene La Muerte Montada Buscando por su
Ofrenda

Dark Times Upon Us: An Artist Call to Action, (Poetry book)



